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OBJECTIVES, CRITERIA AND PROCEDURES 

FOR EVALUATION OF PROJECTS AND 

PREPARAtION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORTS UNDER 

. CAtIFORNIA .ENVIRONMENTAL 'QUALI't'Y7 ACT OF 1970 

Adopted April 12 , 1973 

by Resolution No. 132 • ------



RESOUJ1'ION NO. 132 OF THE ----------------------CITY OF AMADOR CITY 

I.OCAL GUIDELINES 

IMPLEMENTING THE 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT, AS AMENDED 
Denotes State 
Guidelines 
Section·.  ARTICLE I - GENERAL 

§ 15012 

§ 15032 

Section 1. Purposes. This Resolution implements the purposes and pro~---. 
visions of the r.alifornia Environment~l Quality Act of 1970 as amended 
by Chapter 1154 of the Statutes of 1972 (hereinafter referred to as 
"CEQA") and the Guidelines for Implementation of the CEQA of 1970 
which have been adopted by the California Resources Agency (herein­
after referred to as "Guidelines"). The enhancement and long-term 
protection of the environment: is the objective of this measure. 

Section 2. Objectives. Under the circumstances as outlines by this 
Resolution, a document known as an environmental impact report (here 
inafter referred to as an EIR) must be prepared as a prerequisite to 
approval of a project by the City. The function of an EIR is to-~ 
inform the City Council of the environmental effects of proposed ~ r· 
projects. The environmental effects set forth in the report are to be 
evaluated by the City Council before a project is approved. The 
C~~Y._Ietains existin&_authori~~~~~lance environmental objectives 
~V:~.t~~-~?.~<?mic, social, and other releven!.__~~jec.tives ~~l.._h_~-J?_~osed 
project. 

ARTICLE II- APPLICABILITY 

Section 3. Scope o_f   _ _f\p_plicabili tY  ._. This Re.solution applies to all pro­
---- _jects whlch may have fl significant effect on the environment involv­ 

in~ discretionary decision-making on the part of the City, and ¥hich 
do not fall within any class of categorical exemptions set forth 
in Article 8 of the Guideli~es and in Article VII hereof, ~re not 
emergency projects within the meaning of Article IV hereof, and which 
do not constitute feasibility or planning projects as described in 
Article V hereof. 

Section 4. Ministerial Projects. 

A. This Resolution does not apply to ministerial projects approved by 
th~ City. Generally speaking, a ministerial project is one requiring 
a~proval by the City as a matter of law or one involving minimal 
independent exercise of judgment by the City as to it~ wisdom or 
propriety. Examples of such projects include, but are not limited 
to, individual utility service connections and disconnections. 

n. The decision as to whether or not a proposed project is ministerinl 
in nnture, and thus outside the scope of this enactment, shall be made 
by the City on a case-by-case basis. 
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ARTICLE III - DEFINITIONS 

Whenever the following terms are used in this Resolution, they shall have 
the following meaning unless otherwise expressly defined: 

Section 5. Approval means a decision by the City which commits it to a 
devinite course of action with regard to a particular project. As 
respects any project to be undertaken directly by the City, approval 
shall be deemed to occur on the date the City Council adopts a 
resolution making the determination to proceed with a project, which 
in no event shall be later than the date of adoption of plans and 
specifications. As respects private projects defined in Section 21 A 
(2) and (3), approval shall be deemed to occur upon the earliest 
conu:nitment to issue or the issuance by the City of a discretionary 
contract, grant, subsidy, loan, or other form of financial assistance, 
lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement for use 
of the project. The mere acquisition of land by the City, on the 
other hand, shall not in and of itself be deemed to constitute 
approval of a project. 

For purposes of this Resolution, all environmental assessments must 
be completed as of the time of project approval. 

Section 6. Citv means theCity of Amador City , Amador County, California. 

Section 7. Categ~rical exemption means an exemption from the requirement of 
preparing a negative declaration or an EIR even though the proposed 
project is descretionary in n~ture, a~ more particularly described in 
Article VII infra. 

.Section 8. Discretionarv Project means a project approval of which requires 
the· exercise of independent judgment, deliveration or decision-making 
on the part of the City. 

Section 9. Council means the City Council of the City of Amadcbr City 

Section 10. Emer~ency means a sudden and catastrophic calamity, caused by 
?.n occurrence or combinati.on of occurrences of statewide or local im­ 
pact such as fire, flood, landslide, earthquake, or other natural 
disaster, riot, war, accident, sabotage. 

• 

Section 11. F.nvironment means the physical conditions which exist in the 
area-which will be affected by a proposed project including land, air, 
water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, objects of historic or 
aesthetic significance. 

Section 12. EIR means a detailed statement setting forth the matters 
specified-in Section 21100 of the Public Resources Code as more partic­ 
ularly described hereinafter in Section 30 • 

Section 13. EIS - F.nvironmental Impact Statement means an EIR prepared pur­ 
suant to the National F.nvironmental Policy Act {N~PA). 

Section 14. Feasible means capable of being accomplished in a successful 
manner by reasonably available, economic, and workable means. 

Section 15. Guidelines mean the Guidelines for implementation of the CEQA 
of 1970 adopted by the California Resources Agency as they now exist 
or hereafter may be amended. 
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Section 16. Lead Agency means the public agency which has the principal 
responsibility for carrying out or approving a project which may have 
a significant effect on the environment where more than one public 
~gency is involved with the smae underlying activity. 

Section 17. Negative_Declaration means a statement by the City that will 
carry out or approve a discretionary project and that such a project, 
although not categorically exempt, would not have a significant effect 
on the environment and therefore does not require an EIR. The term 
uExemption Declaration" is interchangeable with the term "Negative 
Declaration". 

Section 18. Notice of Completion means a brief report filed with the 
Secretary for Resources as soon as a City has completed a draft EIR 
and is prepared to send out copies for review. 

Section 19. Notice of Determination means a brief notice to be filed by the 
City when it approves or determines to carry out a project which-==rs­
subject to the requirements of CEQA. 

Section 20. Person includes any person, firm, association, organization, 
partnership, business, trust, corporation, company, district, county, 
city and county, city, town, the State, and any of the agencies' 
political sibdivisions. 

Section 21. Project 

A. Project means the whole of an action, resulting in physical impact 
on the environment, directly or utlimately, that is any of the following: 

(1) an activity directly undertaken by the City; 

(2) an activity undertaken by a person which is supported in 
whole or in part through contracts, ~rants, subsidies, loans, 
or other forms of assistance from the City; 

(3) an activity involving the issuance by the City to a person 
of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement 
for use. 

B. Project does not include: 

(1) anything specifically exempted by state law; 

(2) proposals for legislation to be enacted by the State 
Legislature; 

(3) continuing administrative or maintenance activities, such as 
purchases for supplies, personnel-related actions, general policy 
and procedure making, e.g. setting of r~tes (except as they are 
applied to specific instances covered above), feasibility or 
planning sutdies; 

(4) The submittal of proposals to a vote of the people of the 

~ 

state or of a particular community, i.e., the City. ~ 

Section 22. Significant Effect means a substantial adverse impact on the 
environment. 

ACWA Draft -3 
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Section 23. Cit~•s Staff means the City Clerk and/or his designee, and 
Engineer or the City. 

ARTICLE IV - EMERGENCY PROJECTS 

Section 24. The following emergency projects do not require the preparation 
of a negative declaration or an EIR and thus, are outside the scope of 
this Resolution: ·  

(a) Projects undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public agency 
to maintain, repair, restore, demolish or replace property or facilities 
damaged or destroyed as a result of a dis~ster in a disaster stricken 
area in which a state of emergency has been proclaimed by the Gove~nor 
pursuant to Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1, 
Title 2 of the Government Code. 

(b) Emergency repairs to any of the City's facilities necessary to 
maintain service. 

(c) Projects undertaken as immediate action necessary to prevent or 
mitigate an emergency. 

ARTICLE V- FEASIBILITY AND 

PLANNING STUDIES 

Section 25. Feasibility and planning studies of potential projects under­ 
taken by the City are specifically excepted from the requirements of 
CF.QA and thus are outside the scope of this Resolution, although such 
studies may contain considerations of environmental factors incident 
to the potential project. 

ARTICLE VI - EVALUATING PROJECTS 

Section 26. Initial Review for ~EQA Exemptions. 

A. Preliminary Review. At the outset a proposed activity shall be 
examined by the City's staff for the purpose of determining whether 
it is (1) a project as defined in Section 21 supra, (2) ministerial, 
(3) an emergency project as described in Article IV, supra (4) a 
feasibility and planning study as described in Article V, supra (5) 
a categorical exemption as described in Article VII, infra, or (6) 
involves another agency which constitutes the lead agency primarily 
responsible for the carrying out of the project as described in 
Section 27, infra. 

n. Staff Finding of No Exemption. If in the judgment of City's 
staff the proposed activity does not fall within one of the fore- 
r-oing categories, it shall proceed with the project evaluation process 
as outlined in Section 27. Any person proposing to undertake a pro­ 
iect as defined in Section 21 A. (2) or A. (3) (i.e. a private project) 
~av present his objection to the staff's determination to the Council 
at its next regular or special meeting. 
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C. Staff Finding of Rxemotion. If in the judgment of the City's 
s tafT,~ ·-a proposed ac ti vi ty do-e·s fa 11 wt thin one of the categories 
enumer.:lted in Suhp~ragraph A, it shdl so find on a form entitled ~ 
Preliminary Environmental Assessment, <~ copy of which is attached ~ _, 
hereto as Pxhibit "A") unless such activity is specifically exempted 
in Sections 4 or 31, or is otherwise declared by the Council not to 
require a written environmental assessment. If so declared or 
exempted no further environmental assessment shall be necessary and 
the proposed activity may be carried out in the manner routinely 
exercised by the City. 

D. Retention of_Preliminary Environmental Assessment; 
Avaliability for Inspection. The Preliminary Environmental 

assessment shall be retained at the City;s Office as part of its 
usual record-keeping process, and it shall be made available for 
public inspection during all regular City office hours. Except a87-­ 
otherwise may be determined by the Council,_ the date of completion 
and signing of the Environmental Impact Assessment by the City Clerk shall 

be deemed to constitute the date of approval of the activity. 

Section 27. Lead Agencr. 
A. Staff Determination of Lead Agency; Recommendation to Council. 
Upon a determination that a proposed activity is discretionary in 
nature and is not otherwise exempt, consideration shall be given 
by staff to whether another public agency is primarily responsible 
for carrying it out or approving it. Staff shall consider, among 
others, the following factors relating to the lead agency principle: 

(1) the lead agency is the public agency with the greatest 
re~ponsibility for supervising or approving the project as a whole; 
and 

(2) the lead agency generally is the public agency with general 
governmental powers, rather than an agency with single or limit~d 
purposes which is involved with the project by reason of the need to 
provide a public service or utility service to the project, such as 
the City. 

(3) when any property to be served by the City requires a change 
in zoning, conditional use permit, variance, subdivision or tract 
approval or other land use permits or entitlements, the governmental 
agency responsible therefor shall be the leas agency. 

B. Staff Finding that City is Agencv with Primary Responsibility. 
If, in the judgment of the City's staff, the project does not involve anoth­ 
~r public a~ency which is the lead agency, it shall proceed with the 
project evaluation process as outlined in Section 28. Any person 
proposing to undertake a project as defined in Section 21 A (2) or 
A (3) (i.e. a private project) may present his objec~ions to the 
Staff's determination to the Council at its next regular or special 
meeting. 

C. Staff Findim~ that Anot~e.!:   __ Pu~blic_~r:;_~_ncv is Lea.~_A_g~2~· If, in the~ 
judgment of the City's staff, the project does involv~ another public 
Agencv which is the lead agency, it shall so find and shall designate 
the lead agency on the ~forementioned Preliminary Environ~ental 
Assessment. 
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Unless otherwise required by the Council, no further environmental 
assessment shall be necessary. 

Whenever a determination is made that another public agency constitutes the 
lead agency for undertaking or approving a project, the City.shall provide 
data, upon written request of the lead agency concerning all aspects of 
the City;s activities required to furnish service to the project. 

The Office of Planning and Research will resolve disputes among public 
agencies as to which is the lead agency. 

~~..2!-. 28. Initial Study Procedures 

A. Undertaking of Initial Study; by whom: submission of data; costs. 
Upon a determination that a project is discretionary and is not other­ 
wise exempt, and that the City is the agency with primary responsibi­ 
Iity·-for approval of the project, an initial study shall be undertaken 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the proposed project may have 
a significant effect on the environment, that is, a substantial adverse 
effect on the environment. 

(1) As to projects defined in Article III, Section 21 A (1) of 
this Resolution, the initial study shall be undertaken by the City's 
staff or by private experts pursuant to contract with the City. 

(2) As to projects defined in Article III, Section 21 A (2) and 
21 A (3), the person or entity proposing to carry out the project 
shall submit all data and information as may be required by the City G 
to determine whether the proposed project may have a significant effect 
on the environment. Such data and information shall consider all 
fac.tors enumerated in subparagraph B infra. All costs incurred by 
the City in reviewing the data and information submitted by said 
person or entity, or in conducting its own investigation based upon 
such data and information-for the purpose of determining whether the 
proposed project might have a significant effect on the environment 
shall be borne by the person or entity proposing to carry out the 
project. 

B • 
~valuating Environmental Significance. In determining whether a project 

may have a significant effect on the environment, the City shall con­ 
sider both primary and secondary consequences. Some examples of 
consequences which may have a signi~icant effect on the environment 
are whether the project: 

(1) is in conflict with environmental plans and goals that have 
been adopted by the community where the project is to be located; 

(2) has a substantial and demonstrable negative aesthetic effect; 

(3) substantially affects a rare or endangered species of animal 
or plant, or habitat of such a species: 

(4) causes substantial interference with the movement of any 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species; 

(5) breaches any published national, state, or local standards 
relating to solid waste or litter control; 
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(6) results in a substantial detrimental effect on air or water 
quality, or on ambient noise levels for adjoining areas; 

(7) involves the possibility of contaminating a public water ·-~ 
supply system or adversely affecting ground water; 

(8) could cause substantial flooding, erosion or siltation; 

(9) is subject to major geologic hazards; 

(10) is likely to generate growth. 

In most instances, affirmative findings as to any of the foregoing 
will require preparation of an EIR. 

c. Mandatory Findings of S~gn~ficance. In every case where any of 
the following conditions are found to exist as a result of a project, 
the project will be found to have a significant effect on the envfron­ 
ment: 

(1) Impacts which have the potential to degrade the quality of 
the environment, curtail the range of the environment. 

(2) Impacts which achieve short-term, to the disadvantage of 
longterm, environmental goals. A short-term impact on the environ­ 
ment is one which occurs in a relatively brief, definitive period of 
time while long-term impacts will endure well into the future. 

(3) Impacts for a project which are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable. A project may impact on two or more ~ 
separate resources where the impact on each resource is relatively 
small. Tf the effect of the total of those impacts on the environ-
ment is significant, and EIR must be prepared. This mandatory 
finding of significance does not apply to two or more separate 
projects where the impact of each is insignificant. 

{4) The environmental effects of a project will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. 

D. Staff Recom~endation; Council Action. Staff shall submit its 
recommeridation as to whether a proposed project may or may not have 
a significant effect on the environment to the Council which recom­ 
mendation shall be submitted on a form entitled Environmental Imapct 
Assessment (a copy of which is attached h~reto as Exhibit "B"). If 
the Council finds ~ta regular or special meeting that the proposed 
project will not have~ significant effect on the environment, it 
shall order the preparation and filing of a negative decl~ratiori in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 29 infra. Tf, on the 
other hand, the Council finds that the proposed project may h!re a 
significant effect on the environment, it shall order the preoaration 
~nd filing of an EIR in accordance with the provisions of Section 
30 infra. 

E. Public Particioation. ~embers of the public may appe~r before the 
Council and present their views prior to the Cit~~s determination ~ 
under this section 

ACH\. Draft - 7 



Section 29. Negative Declaration. 

§ 15083(b) 

§ 15083(b) 

•<.§ . ., l 5083(b )&( c) 

§ 15083(C) 

§ 15083 (c) 
(2) 

Following the initial study as described in Section 28, a negative 
declaration shall be prepared for all discretionary projects not other­ 
wise exempt upon a finding by the City that the project will not have 
a significant effect on the environment. The required contents of a 
negative declaration and the procedures to be followed in connection 
with the preparation thereof are as follows: 

A. Contents. A negative declaration shall be a concise, one-page 
statement containing the following information: 

{1) a description of the project; and 

(2) a finding that the project will not have a significant ·effect 
on the environment. 

B. Filing. Upon completion of a negative declaration, it shall b~­ 
filed with the county clerk 

c. Posting Negative Declaration. Simultaneously with the filing of 
a negative declaration with the county clerk, the city clerk shall 
cause to be posted at the City's office, a copy of the negative 
declaration. 

D. City Approval or Disapproval of Project. Following the filing of 
the negative declaration with the county clerk and posting thereof, 
but in no event sooner than fifteen days following the date of fi~ing 
with the county clerk, the City may consider the project at a regular 
or special meeting for purposes of approval or disapproval. Members 
of the public may appear before the City and present their views prior 
to the City's determination to approve or disapproye the project. 

E. Notice of -Determination. Following approval or disapproval of the 
project, the City shall cause to be prepared a Notice of Determination 
on a form attached hereto as Exhibit "C" which shall contain the 
following: 

(1) the decision of the City to approve or disapprove the project; 

(2) the determination of the City ~s to whether the project will 
or will not have a significant effect on the environment; and 

(3) a statement of whether an ETR h~s been prepared. 

S~id notice then sh~ll be filed with theoounty clerk of the county or 
counties in which the project is located. 

F. Posting Notice of Determination. Simultaneously with the filing 
of the Notice of Determination the City shall cause to be posted at 
the City's office a. Notice of Determination. 

G. Cos~s. As to projects covered by Article III, Section 21 A (2) 
~nd (3), the person or entity proposing to carry out the project re­ 
quirin?, ap~roval by the City shall benr ~11 costs incurred by the 
City in preparing and filing the Negative Declaration. 

Ar.WA Draft -8 
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Section 30. Environmental Impact Reports 

Following the initial study as described in Section 28, an EIR shall 
be prepared for all discretionary projects not otherwise exempt upon 'I"""\ 
a finding by the Council that the project may have a significant effect 
on the environment. The reouired contents of an EIR and the procedures 
to be followed in connecticn with the preparation thereof are as 
follows in subparagraphs A,B, andC, infra. 

A. Description of Project. The description of the project shall 
contain the following information but should not supply extensive 
detail beyond that needed for evaluation and review of the environmen~ 
tal impact. 

(1) The precise location and boundaries of the proposed project 
shall be shown on a detailed map, preferably topographic. The location 
of the project shall also appear on a regional map. 

(2) A statement of the objectives sought by the proposed project. 

(3) A general description of the project's technical, economic, 
and environmental characteristics, considering the principal engineer­ 
ing proposals. 

B. Descriotion of Environmental Setting. An EIR must include a 
description of the environment in the vicinity of the project, as it 
exists before commencement of the project, from both a local and re­ 
gional perspective. Knowledge of the regional setting is critical 
to the assessment of environmental impacts. Special emphasis should 
be placed on environmental resources that are rare or unique to 
that region. Specific reference to related projects, both public and 
private, both existent and planned, in the region should also be 
included, for purposes of examining the possible cumulative impact of 
such projects. 

C. Environmental Impact. All phases of a project must be. considered 
when evaluating its impact on the environment: planning, acquisition, 
development and operation. The following subjects shall be discussed, 
preferably in separate sections or paragraphs. 

(1) The Environmental Imoact of the Proposed Action: Describe the 
direct and indirect impacts of the project on the environment, giving 
due consideration to both the short-term and long-term effects. 

It should include specifics of the area, the resources involved, 
physical changes, alterations to ecological systems and changes 
induced in population distribution, population concentration, the human 
use of the land (including commercial and residential development) 
and other aspects of the resource base such as water, scenic quality 
and public services. 

(2) Any Adv~rse Environmental Effects Which Cannot Be Avoided if 
the Proposal is Impl~~~!_ed: Describe any adverse impacts, including 
those which can be reduced to an insignificant level but not eliminated. 
\~1ere there are impacts that cannot be alleviated without imposing an 
alternative design, their implications and the reasons why the project 
is being proposed, notwithstanding their effect, should be described. 
Do no~ neglect impacts on any aesthetically valuable surroundings, 
or on human health. 

ACWA Draft -9 



. _,,. 

§15085 

(3) \ ritigation ~ ~ea:mres Proposed to ~.3..n:i .. mze the I:npact: Describe any 
:11:i:t,ir{o.tion :neasures vrritten into t~1e pro.jcct pln.n to reduce si~nificant en­ 
vi~orne~rtally adver~:e hr:)act,s -1:,o insi.~~nificant levels, a~d the basis for con­ 
siderin:,{ these levels ~.cceptable. W~-ie:-e a particu]ar mitigation :nea.sure has 
been cl1osen ~:·ram .?.~:10:1:; several alte:·nativc:J s:iould be discussed and reasons 
should ')e giver i'or tn,~ (!~::ice :aade. 

(4) Alt8r:iatives to t~1G Proposed Acti:,n: Describe any knorm alternatives 
to the project, or to th.e loc~.tion of t:-ie project, and vrhy t,hey were rejected 
in favor of the ultir.m.te choice. The specific alternative of n no project" 
must al\"rays be eval:tated, ~,_lon~ with the it1pa-:::t. Attention should :)e paid to 
a.lternati ves c~-:Jaole of sn:.1starrt,ially reducing or eli:ninatin:; any environ.1:e!1t­
ally ad1rerse impacts, even if these al·tcrnatives S:!bstantiall~   .. ix:ipede the 
a':,tairvtcmt of t~e :1roject, 0~1j3ctives, and are more costly. 

(5) The H.ela:t:ionship I,efa·reen Local Short-Term Uses of r-ian 's Enviror.L,nent 
and the r.{aint,enance a:1n l!.nhancemem, of Lon[;-'i'er::n Prodi1.cti Yi ty; 
Describe th-3 cu::iulati•:"e and lo.n;-ter;n 9ffects of the proposed pro.ject Yrhich 
adversely affect ti1e s~ate of the e:wirmiw.ent. Special attention should be 
give;1 to impacts w:1:i..ch narrovr th·~ rr~n~e o.f beneficial uses of the er1viron.!~1ent 
or pose long-ter::l ris1:s to ;1ealth or ,:-;afet,y. In addition, the reasor!s why 
the pro:)osed project is believed by the sponser to be justified novr, re:t,her 
than reserving an option for further alternatives, should be explai-r1ed. 

( 6) An:.r ~rrevarsibl.~ Environ.mentr,.l Chan;;en ~'l:1.ich Would 3e Involvad in 
-----••·-----:":":'1'°·-~•-•t ~~• l otor'" °::r ,_ f' 1 1 ' t,he Fro·,)osecl Action ~l10l.llO. lt J3e Lm:uementeu: i;ses of non-renevraole ~-,   .. ·---;+-~~.. '( J. I ••~~~---• • t:r • I . • res.-)'urces a1.:.r1n(!, -c,ne :i..rn.T,:t.a1. ,:ma. c-011v1.nu0c1. pnases of' ne proJecT., may :1e :!.rre-

versible st rice a lar ·;o c o:n:ii k1e~'lt of s·iJCh resources :-,akes rc:·:10-,ral or ::on-".lse 
-t}1ereaft,cr unl:l~ely. Pri~:iary im:)o.ets and, "9articularl-:, seco:i1dary i·:r)acts,  
(suc:1. e.s a :i:L--~h,,ra~/ i:-:i~1r~we::1c:rnt which :')rovides ~ccess to a no".1.accessii1le area) 
genera.1.J.y cc,.·! '.!.it. fu_-t,,.1.re :~ei:i.erati :ms· to si.::dlz.r uses~ Also irreversible da:;iae;e 
can resul-1; froi:1 eaviro··1:ne~1tal c:wcinents associated -rd:t.h the project. Irretriev­
able co:~1.::li.tments o:f. rei3•·,u.rces should ·~e evalu2.ted to assure tho.t such conGtF~i1-
tion is justified. 

(7) 7:1a ·"r.rowth-Ind.uc.ri..;:1g Im9act of the Proposed Action: Discus3 the 
. . ~-•-.. -~-..- • T • •,. 'S •--,:o ~ ' • • • ways in 1-·rcncn 1Ae :)rO)OS•3o. :1ro.Jeci:, con.Lu t os ver e--:ono~::: or 90:.)u.J.,1.tion ~71'"0"'.Tth, 

either ciire,~tl?· 0r :L"1c:.irectly, in the su_:.:•rou-1.di.nr:; cnviroxh:-;.e;it. Jn~ludGd i.n 
this are projects wh:i.~h -::rou1d re·:1O,.:e obstacles to po]u..lation :::-rcnrth (a :1ajor 
expa.ns:Lon of a i:r,:ir-;te wat,er t,ree.t,ment, ?l?.nt ':ri.·;ht, fm   .... exa:.i;Jle, allow f'or :-:1ore 
const,ruct,ior:. in .st~rvice arc,.13 ). I.::1creases in the popuJ.a tion :nay .f'..:!I't,her +,a;;: 

existin·~ cor:inr.i.YJ.ity· service f~~cilities so consid9ration :rrust oe .;-i:j.ven to this 
L1p,9.ct,. Also discuss the Gz1,1.racteristic of so:;1e pro.jc-~ts w:"lich -::.a.'/ C!"l:!Ot:rage 
and f'.:t:~:ili tc,.te other actiYiti,3s tho:!:, could si ·rnif:i_~:mtly  affect the e,wiron­
mant, e:Lther L--idividualJ.y or GU'..1ulatively. 2:t ·.:n.1.st hot be 9-;ss-r:ied that ::~"oYr~h 
in any er::~- is necess.::r5.l:y- ·:1eneficial, detri-::en-'G:J.l., or of little si~:nific2.nce 
to the cnvi::oi1:.1311t,. 

(1) As to projects dofi!1ed in Article III, Section 21 A (l) of tx_s 
R.esolut,ion, -t,he draft ET.R s:1all h~ tt.'1dertaken by the Citys st'.:.ff O1~ ·h:r  
priv·:t0 e:::pert:~ pursu.:i.:1t to contract ·rrit}1 ti1e City. 
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(2) As to projects defined in Article III~ Section 21 A (2) and (3) 
the per.son or entity proposing to carry out., the project shall submit a 
d1--aft E :·R,, cont:-1in:i.11g -t,he in.forr~at.ion r,3qu.i:red by suhpare.graph A above, for 
review· and consideration b;v· the City ts staf:f. The Ci-t;y 1 s staff shall analyze· t'6"\, 
the dra.ft E:;~H submitted ·ours,..J.ant to this• sub-section to verify its accuracy 
and objecti-.rity prior to· pl"esenting it to the Council. The Clerk rn.ay require 
adcli tional i:nforraatio11 and data from the peJ.·son or entity proposing to carry 
out thG nroj0ct, as 1e ·.:ay daeHt necessary for co~p~ 1 .etion of the draft EIR. 

E. Completion of Draft Eir; Notice of Completion. Upon conpletion, the draft 
EIR shall be presentea to the Council for review at a regular or special 
meeting. If the Cou.,cil finds the draft EIR to be in order, it shall author­ 
ize the vlerk to file a Notice of Cor:1pletion with the Secretary of the Resour­ 
ces A~ency on a form attached hereto as Exhibit nnn. Said Not,ice shall contain 
the following: 

(1) a brief description of the proposed project; 

(2) the location of the proposed project and 

(3) inf orrn.ation indica.tin~ ·,rhere copies of the draft EIR are available 
for review. 

(h) Filin~ shall '.:,e deemed complete when the Notice of Completion has 
been deposited in the United States !!Bil addressed to the Secretary for 
Resources, or vfoen delivered in person to the Office of the Secretary. 

li'. Posting of Uotice of Cor.1pletion. Simultaneously with the filin3 of a 
:·rotice of Goi:t·:ile·~ion., thG lii ty shall cause a COLJY of said Motice to be 
posted at t::e City's office and .bvo other public ul~ces w'ith_in ·the district 
a.s follows: U. S. ·  Postoff ice : Imperial Hoto~ 

G. Review ol' Draft EIR b~,r other Public Agencies and Persons with. S9ecial 
-r.c. r ~<:::,er-1:,:i.se. 

(1) General 

• 

(a) After filin:; and posting a !foti.ce of Completion, the City 
shall subm.:i. t copies of the draft EIR for review and cornment to all public 
agencies having jurisdiction ~.1y ] arr over the pro~iosed proj.ect. The identity 
of t!10Ge public agencies ::aving jurisdiction by law over the project shall 
be deter::uned on ts. oase-1.:>y-case be.sis. 

(b) The City ~-:i.a:r ~;end copies of the draft Effi to public agencies 
or p,3rsons with special e~:pertise ,·Ihose coimnents re:13 tive to the draft EIR 
vmuJ.d be desirable. 

(c) 3ac~1 puo1.ic a.;;ency and/or person to ·whom a draft EL1 is sent 
w1dsr (a) or (b ) a'i)ove shall ne advised in 1"1ri t lng that they :my stf .. )ni.i t 
-rsritten com,;-:ie~ts ·co the City within the time estaolished for revieYl u  ..11der 
par:~ ;;raph 2 oelovr. 

(2) 'I1:ime for Review. At the time the Council authorizes t!1e filing of 
-t,he ·.ict,:Lcc o.t' Jornpletbn 1 t shall est;.1.blish a time pe!·iod so ~.s to pernit 
adequ~.tc revie-rr of and co:n:11ent on "t,he dr2.ft E 7R. by such public a3e11cies or 
perso:-is. 1'he ~0rJ.od of ti:-.1e, to he established in the discretion of the 
Council, shall 'oe basad upon the size and scope of the proposed project; 
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however, in no event shall the review period be less than thirty (30) 
days after the date of mailing or on delivery in person. 

(3) Failure to Comment. In the event a public agency or person 
whose comments on a draft F.IR are solicited pursuant to Subsection l 
above fails to co~ment within the time period established pursuant 
to Subsection 2 above, it shall be presumed, absent a written request 
for a specific extension of time for review and comment, together 
with the reasons therefor, that such agency or person has no comment 
to make. Any extension of time granted by the City shall be reasonable 
under the circumstances, but ordinarily shall not cover a period 
greater than the time period initially established for review and 
comment pursuant to Subsection 2 above. 

(4) Continued Planning Activities. Continued planning activities 
concerning the proposed project, short of formal approval thereof, .. 
may continue during the period set aside for review and comment ori-::--. 
the draft EIR. 

H. Availability of the Draft F.IR for Review. 

(1) Following the filing of the Notice of Completion as required 
by Subparagraph E above. Copies of the draft EIR also shall be made 
available at the City's Office for review or acquisition ·by members 
of the general public. Any person requesting a copy of the draft EIR 
from the City shall be charged the actual cost of reproducing it. 

(2) Copies of the draft ETR shall also be made available to the 
public library. 

I. Public Hearings. 

(1) General. From time to time, depending upon the nature and 
location of a proposed project, the City in its discretion, may find 
it desirable to conduct a public hearing on the environmental impact 
thereof. In such event the public hearing shall be conducted sub­ 
sequent to the filing and posting of the Notice of Completion. but 
in no event sooner than fourteen (14) days thereafter. The draft EIR 
shall be used as the basis for discussion during any puhlic hearing 
that may be held. 

(2) Notice. Notice of the time and place of the public hearing 
shall be puhlished once in a newspaper of general circulation which 
is printed, published and circulated within the City. If there is 
no such newspaper, it may be published in a newspaper of general·  
circulation within the City and it shall be posted at three public 
places within the City, one of which shall be at the principal offices 
of the City. Publication or posting shall be done a.t least 14 days 
prior to the date set for public hearing. Said notice also shall 
indicate where the draft F.IR is available for review. 

(3) Public Pear_!_~g_ During 'R.eg-ular "feeti.n~. A publi.c hearing 
may be scheduled to be conducted during the course of a re~ular 
meeting of the Council. 

( 4) Procedures fo~   __ G._o_~_duc~ing Public Hearing_s_ .. _ 'rhe procedures for 
the manner of conducting the public hearin~s sh~ll be prescribed by 
the r.ouncil at the time the hearing convenes. ~!embers of. the public 
who attend shall be afforded the opportunity to particip~te in the 
hearing process. 
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J. Final EIR. 

(1) Preparation. Following the receipt of comments on the draft 
EIR by other public agencies and persons with special expertise as -I""-\ 
required by Subparagraph G above, and if a public hearing has been 
held pursuant to Subparagraph I above, following such hearing, comments 
that have been received shall be evaluated and then a final EIR shall 
be prepared. 

(2) Contents. The final EIR shall consist of the draft EtR, a 
section containing a statement of the comments received through the 
review andconsultation process set forth in Subparagraphs G and I 
above, either verbatim or in summary, and a section containing a res­ 
ponse to the significant environmental points that are raised in the 
review and consultation process. 

The response of the responsible agency to comments received may take 
the form of a revision of the draft EIR or may be an attachment to the 
draft EIR. The .response shall describe the disposition of signficant · 
environmental issues raised (e.g., revisions to the proposed project 
to mitigate anticipated impacts or objections). In i_:articular the 
major issues raised when the responsibli agency's position is at 
variance with recommendations and objections raised in the comments 
must be addressed in detail giving reasons why specific comments and 
suggestions were not accepted, and factors of over-riding importance 
warranting an over"ride of the suggestions. 

K. Adoption of Final EIR by Council; Council Approval or Disaoproval 
of Projec~. 

Following preparation of the final EIR~:it shall be presented to the 
Council at a regular or special meeting. -.If the Council finds the 
final EIR to be in order it shall adopt it, whereupon it may proceed 
immediately to consider the proposed project for purposes of approval 
or disapproval. Members of the public may appear before the Council 
and present their views prior to the City Councils determination to 
approve or disapprove the project. 

L. Notice of Determination. Following approval or disapproval of the 
project, the City shall cause to be prepared a Notice of Determination 
on a form attached hereto as Exhibit. "C" which shall contain the foll­ 
owing: 

(1) The decision of the City to approve or disapprove the project; 

(2) The determination of the Council as to whether the project 
will or will not have a significant effect on the environment; and 

{3) A statement of whether an EIR has been prepared. 

Said Notice shall then be filed with the county clerk of the county or 
counties in which the project is located. 

M. f?_~~.s-~ As to projects covered by Secti.on 21 A (2) and (3), the 
oerson or entity proposing to carry out the project requiring approval 
by the City shall hear all costs incurred by the City in preparing 
and fili~g the F.In, as well as all publication costs incident thereto. 
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A:1TICLE VIII 

Section 3~ .• T:1e follo~·ri1\1 classes of protjects, in accorda::1ce wit,h and pursuant 
to Art:Lcle 8 of t~1e Guidelines, have :)een deter:~ri.ned not to ~1ave a siinif­ 
icf:~nt efr'ect on the enYironrrrent, and therefore are deci.::iJ•ed to be categor­
ically exe-.. n.!:>t f1 1 ofil the rcF:nire·:nent of preparin:1 a ne1ative declar-3.tion or 
a...11 EIR. The ce:t.e 6 orical exe:aptions listed herein are not intended to be, 
and are not to be construed to :)e a li!'Jitation on the ca.ta~orical e:{e:'.'l.ptions 
set forth in .Article 8 CJ.f the State ·Jm.delines  • 

A. Class I: Existinr~ Fe.cilities. Class I consists of the o:ptl'c.t,ion, repair, 
maintenance or minor alteration of all existing City f :.cilities., structures, 
equipw.ent or other propor·t,y of every kind -:.·1hich activity Lwolves n?-i{!:l.g•­
i.',·,J.e or no expansion of use beyond that previously existing, includin:~( bu·t  
not lim.i. ted to: 

(1) 1vat-ar conveyance facilities; 
(2) wate1· connection facilities., including meter bo:<:es; 
(3) fire hydrants; 
(!~) s·borage reservoirs; 
(5) punp s-t,e.tions; 
( 6) buildin:~s; and 
(7) trea.t~!1ent plal"lts 

(9) natural gas distribution 
facilitios 

(8) electric distribution facilities 
B. Class II Replacerrant or Reconstruction. Class II consists of replacement 
or reconstructJ.on or any Ui ty f' ac:i i.i fa.es, structures or other property 
1·rh13re the .:1.e1't facility or st,ructure ·will be located o:n the sa:-:1e site :is the 
re~:>1.ac0d or reco'.•,structed facility or structure and will have su~Jstantially 
the sar1e purpose o.nd capacity as the replaced or r8const,ructec. f::cility or 
stru.cture, includin·; but not li:ni ted to: 

(1) -~mter conve}rance facilities; 
(2) water· connection fo.cilities, including neter bo:<:es; 
(3) fire hydrants; 
(4) sto1,,a. \e reservoirs; 
( 5) pump st,dions; 
( 6) buildin. 3 s; and 
( 7) trea   tr:1ent plants. 

C. Class ITI: :.feYt Construction of S;nall St,ructures., Class III consists 
of cc nstruction o'1: new faciliti8s o:r $tr·.1ctUl~es a-:-:.d ir~stz.llati on of now 
e-~_ui9ment or facilities, includin;?,;, bu.t, !1ot li'.'c:i.ted to: 

(1) w2.ter n:~in e:ttensions to serve a ~ewly c onstructod sinGle family 
rcs:i.de :ice; and 

(2) cormecting facilities, includin:; :neter bo:<:es, to ser·n~ a newly con­ 
strnc tad sin::;le family reside~1ce. 

D. Gle.ss IV: '\ti.nor Al t0rations to Le.:."ld  .. Class IV co:isists of :d.nor alter­
ations in "Gne conm. tion ol' lane., -rr2.ter, ?.nd/o"!."' ve:;ctatio:n, i:1clud:i_n~?; but 
not J. iri15. ted to : 

(1) s~:w.111~:-?.teI' di version f2.cD.i tics; 
(~~) -~;-r•adin-:; on land ,i:ith ~ slo:_1e of :ess than 10 p·~:rce·,t except whcro 

j_-\ :L·, t.o b::! located in a w::i.tervray ,. in ~   ... ry wetlnd, i:1 £1.1:. o~'fic:::.=lll;·- d- s~.·;-
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1nt.etl (b:'.-7 li'edere.l., State or locc.l 9:over:1::ental acti·Jn) scenic c:.req, or in 
officially 111-:1pp::;d area.s of severe ~eolo-;ic :1a.za.rd; 

(3) !1° 1,r ;•·:rde:-u:1:"J· or 1-:i.ndsccqin::; but !lot l.ncluding tree removal; 
(4) f~l-

1

1-t~t";' 0::- e-;r.q1 ; n·~o ;-,-:-oovi· 011s1,.- e----,.riv!:d·.ea~ l,!llnd ...... .-: · 1 ·'1 ·,:1at 0 ri·  al 
' --·. ---., J. ~~ V• - I,., :·- ..,, •• ,: .,_,~'l.,,_,~. c.-.., -~·- ,l.!.t.,l ., .., '-,~ 

coin'.Ja.t:Lble Yiith the natural fcat1.1.res of the s:i.te; 
(5) i:1:i.nor alterations in 12.nd, w.9."b0r ;;i:xl vagetation on c~xisting officj_ally 

cl.esiGm ted wildlife manage:nent areas of fish produ.ction ft.cili ties rrhich 
r03ii.lt in i::1~1rovement, of h2hitat for fis:1 ::-!n.d vrilltJ.iJ'e ri::;s;Jurces or· ,_;r13.2::-
·;1• fish )X·•.)c3x.c-t.ion. 

z. \~lc:.5S V: :£:.1.:,_' 0::~,V.c. .J.oa :.;uL.:~:C: ·:.::.oal. ;~:i~:-. 2 S \ :;01~::i.st,:, ,').:'  ._' basic data collac­
tion;-researc:1., oxperi!::ental 2anagement and resource evaluation activities 
rrhich. do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental 
re:=:ource. These aeti-v-ities my be underte.l~en st,ric-bly for informat,ion 
~p.therh1;; -_.)1..1.;;:-·.;_JonE:H, o:· as part of a study Ja ading toward the 1.mder-t,aking 
of o. project. 

F o Class V.I: Ins·oection. Class VI consists of inspection activities, inc-·  
ludinz but not lir~tll~ed to inqtdries into the perf ormancc of an operation 
a:.1:l e:~a'.·.d.nat,ions of the qua.li ty, heal   th or sa.fet--:r of a project .. _ 

C}o Cle  ..ss VIII: Accessor;r Structures. CJa ss VII consists of the construc­
tion or place?:ient of 1t1:Lnor struct,tu-es accessory to or appurtenant, t,o exist­ 
in.:-~ co~:u;1ercial, industrial or institutional facilities., including small 
parkine lots. 

H. Cl-ass VIII: Suro)x.s Perso:1.al ProDert".r. 
of s1trplus ' l.!it,y p~rsona1 property.·  . ., 

Class VIII consists of sales 

&'{'l1I CLE VIII 
R.ETE 7 ·ITI(m OP co:r-IEHTS A:ID 

AVAIL.-\:~IT.ITY C'F C(L:   .. !ENTS FOR. R"SVIEH 
§ 15166 .Secti-:m 32. All ,;,ritt~m con.1?.ents r0ceivea on a draft EIR through the formal 

consultation process provided for in Section 30 E, as ;•rell as all written 
co-r1t1ents t!-1:?.t ~.?;'.r '.)c received i:idependcntly of said process., shall be re­ 
tained at the Ci t:.r I s office for a perio:i of at least one ye2r follmring 
ap?rov2l or disapproval ·of the project to rrhich t~ey relate. In addition 
s:.1id c:0£:1;'i\ents shall he :-.:ade available for public inspection a·t all reas­
onable tL1es. 

sl5067 
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SUBSEQ1"E:·IT EIR I S 

Section 33. Where an El11 :ms bee::.'1 prepared, :io c:dditional EIH need be prepared 
u:al.ess: 

A. Substantial chan~es are ~reposed in t,he projec·I:; which nill require 
m;i.jor revislons of the EIR, due to the involvement of new environmental 
impacts not. considered in th3 or~inal E/R.. 
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